
February 5, 2021 
 

David Simon 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Simon Property Group, Inc.  
225 West Washington Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

 
Dear Mr. Simon: 
 
I am writing to you because it has come to my attention that Simon Property Group is engaged in 
discussions with Kohl’s to become an anchor tenant at your properties. I am sure you’re aware 
that Kohl’s recently decided to end its affiliation with Mike Lindell and My Pillow, purportedly due 
to his support of President Trump and the thousands of Americans who appeared at the Capitol 
on January 6, 2021, in support of their president. Neither Donald Trump nor Mike Lindell ever 
encouraged or condoned any violence at the Capitol. A friend who is a constitutional lawyer 
explained to me the standard between “advocacy” and “incitement” and neither Lindell nor Trump 
incited anyone to engage in illegal conduct. By taking the action it has, Kohl’s has labeled every 
American who chooses to exercise their free speech rights in support of President Trump as 
rioters and domestic terrorists. Kohl’s could not be more wrong, and let me remind you that those 
Americans are also shoppers.   
 

Censorship of thought, ideas, and speech are the hallmarks of a totalitarian state and will 
inevitably lead to tyranny and oppression. Kohl’s decision to “censor” Mike Lindell and to shut his 
company out of commerce with its customers is a totalitarian act inconsistent with our Constitution 
and way of life. 
 
As a resident of South Orange County, I have been a faithful shopper at the Mission Viejo Mall. I 
have written to Kohl’s to tell them I will no longer buy any products from them, and I will actively 
encourage others to boycott Kohl’s. In addition, I will not patronize any shopping center, whether 
it is a Simon-owned center or not, where Kohl’s is a tenant. I believe Americans prefer to support 
shopping centers that are filled with retailers who support freedom of speech, not retailers like 
Kohl’s who seek to use their economic clout to destroy conservative entrepreneurs. You cannot 
seek to silence freedom-loving Americans and expect us to support you.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 


